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2022 was our 20th anniversary year. Despite the ever
increasing challenges of animal rescue, we continued to
grow and streamline our operations with the help of our
dedicated staff and a passionate team of volunteers. 

In October, we celebrated the opening of our Morinville
Rescue Centre, which bolstered our ability to respond to
urgent requests to help animals. Despite this progress, the
northern pounds remained constantly full, and we received
ever increasing requests to help animals while adoptions
were slowing. 

2022 was the worst year we have seen for requests for owner
surrenders, including requests from breeders. These requests
represented over 30 per cent of animal intake as compared
to 19 per cent in 2021. This differs from owner returns of
adopted animals that accounted for only 5.2 per cent of our
intake (thanks to our amazing volunteer team of adoption
screeners and foster home supervisors).

Our spay-neuter-return numbers were also down because of
reduced access to veterinary appointments. We believe the
market for veterinary services has become saturated due to
the surge in pet purchases during COVID. We also saw a
dramatic increase in pet abandonment. We assume this was
related to increased costs of living and an inability to
properly care for pets that may have been purchased
without full consideration of guardianship responsibilities. 
 
We ended the year with 133 fewer animals coming into care
as compared to the previous year, but we were able to help
1,888 pets. These pets came to us from many different
communities. For example, the MD of Opportunity,
Athabasca, Edmonton, Calling Lake, Buffalo Lake, Onion
Lake, Sturgeon County, St. Paul, Westlock, Lloydminster,
Maskwacis, Morinville, and many more.

Our financial outlook remained positive, and we are looking
forward to a brighter future. We are forever grateful for the
unwavering dedication of our amazing supporters who make
our important work possible. Every life matters and every day
we make a difference!

Sylvia Christiansen
Acting Executive Director/Operations Manager
   on behalf of the Board of Directors
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SCARS helped 1,888 pets during 2022. This included 789 dogs and 1,099 cats. 
We believe the decrease relates to less people adopting post COVID-19, which
reduced our ability for animal intake despite the opening of our new rescue
centre.

ANIMAL INTAKE AND OUTCOME



Our Athabasca facility is where SCARS began and it continues to be a critical part
of our operations. This facility has a variety of indoor and outdoor areas and
beautiful walking trails. Many of our sanctuary animals live here and it serves as a
stopping point for many animals coming into care.  
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ATHABASCA SECOND-CHANCE
COUNTRY REFUGE



After a summer of renovations, completed mostly by our amazing volunteers,
our new MRC facility opened to intake in early October. Without this facility, so
many lives would have been lost. Pregnant dogs like Fluevog had a safe place to
give birth that otherwise would not have been available. SCARS hired three 
full-time and three part-time staff who operate this facility seven days a week.
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MORINVILLE RESCUE CENTRE



Foster Program
During 2022, we had 125 active foster home
volunteers. Foster homes are the heart of our
success as they give pets much deserved loving
care as they transition to adoption.

Walls for Winter

This program received excellent financial
support during 2022. Our biggest challenge was
a lack of available workshop space for shelter
builds. We are grateful to the schools, service
clubs and backyard builders who kept this
program going so we could continue to deliver
shelters to communities in need. 

Sanctuary Program
All our 17 sanctuary animals were sponsored
during 2022. We are grateful for the ongoing
support for these pets that have health or
behavioural challenges that require special care. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
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Spay-Neuter Return Program
We saw a decrease in the number of pets that
participated in this program due to a shortage of
available veterinary appointments. We were
saddened to cancel many SNR days in
particpating communities to accommodate
veterinary services for animals already in our care.
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Adoption screeners reviewed 200-300 applications each month. 
Adoption event co-coordinators organized 13 adoption events. 
Our donation teams did an incredible job ensuring pet supplies of all kinds
were stocked and sorted at our storage locker in Edmonton and at our
Morinville facility.
The Better Impact team continued to track volunteer hours and provide
training.
10 foster home supervisors provided adoption approvals and supported 125
active foster home volunteers. 
Our phone and email team tracked and arranged responses to thousands of
inquiries. 
Our volunteer coordinator held online orientations every 4-6 weeks. We had
a roster of approximately 330 volunteers.
Volunteers helped organize events such as Critters & Cocktails and Tails on
the Trails and represented SCARS at a wide variety of smaller SCARS' events
and third-party fundraisers.

Dedicated volunteers are the heart of SCARS' operations. Volunteer
coordinators and their teams did everything from responding to inquiries to
driving and organizing fundraising events. Here are just a few examples of their
tremendous efforts:

VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS

Critters & Cocktails 2022 Volunteers
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We are forever grateful to our adopters. Without you, there would have been no
future for the animals we brought into care. Your updates made us laugh and
sometimes cry and reminded us why SCARS exists!

LOOK AT ME NOW 
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DIGITAL AND SOCIAL MEDIA
Instagram – 25,000 followers 
Twitter – 10,000 followers
Facebook – 75,000 likes
TikTok – 3,100 followers

Our SCARS Alumni Facebook group—where we welcome updates, stories,
photos/videos of adopted pets—grew to over 1,700 members.

We sent 13 e-newsletters to over 4,700 subscribers. 

TownandCountryTODAY.com generously continued to provide our free
community page on their website. We are also grateful for the support we
received from CBC, Global and CTV Edmonton.

The family of Cleo (formerly Anna) told us, "The personality that she has
developed has made raising her such a joy. We found the perfect fit for our family,
and she changed our lives forever."



Elizabeth came into care in September 2022 feeling
and looking terribly unwell. With veterinary care and
lots of love, she made a full recovery and was adopted.
We received this wonderful message from her family.

 RESCUE STORY

"We adopted Stella (formerly Elizabeth). When she came
into the care of SCARS, she had the worst skin condition,
and we are so thankful for the treatment that SCARS
provided her. 

She doesn’t look like the same dog. Stella is the sweetest
and happiest little girl who has so much love to give. She
loves everyone she meets, and all she wants to do is give
the biggest kisses. Stella is the best at cuddles, she loves
to snuggle up on the couch or in the bed every night. 

Stella and her big brother, Dude, are inseparable. They
enjoy running around the house and yard, chasing each
other and playing with all the toys. Stella has been the
best addition to our family."
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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Second Chance Animal Rescue Society (SCARS) is
a non-profit, registered charitable organization
that is dedicated to reducing the number of
abandoned animals in Alberta. 

Since 2002, SCARS has rescued, rehabilitated and
rehomed thousands of cats and dogs, and helped
make communities safer and healthier.
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Our values: Inclusion. Compassion. Integrity.
Resilience.

CONTACT
Second Chance Animal Rescue Society
P.O. Box 3045
Athabasca, Alberta T9S 2B9

Phone: 780.466.SCAR (7227)
Email: scars@scarscare.ca
Charitable registration: 863478467RR0001
scarscare.ca
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Our mission. To make a positive impact on
animals and people by engaging with others to
rescue and care for animals in need, share
knowledge, and provide access to services and
resources.

Our vision. A world where all animals are valued
and treated with compassion, where no animal is
left behind.


