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Message
from the board

SCARS exists to reduce animal suffering,
make communities safer for pets and
people, and complete families through
adoption. 

We started 2021 in an excellent financial
position which set us on a course for
massive growth. With the help of Lotus
Group, we updated our policies and
procedures; enhanced our financial
controls and reporting; and created
standing committees for strategic
planning, operations, communications,
fundraising, and finance and audit. 

Accountability to our supporters is
important to us. This year, we appointed
St. Arnaud Pinsent Steman Chartered
Professional Accountants to audit our
organization as well as prepare our
financial statements. 

The audit results were discussed and
made available at our annual general
meeting on April 24, 2022. John Pinsent
attended our AGM on behalf of the
audit firm and told attendees our audit
had an excellent outcome. Overall, he
indicated we had a fantastic year with
good oversight.

We also passed an AGLC compliance
audit, approved a new occupational
health and safety manual, and began a
review of our mission and vision.
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We look forward to 2022 as a year of
further growth where we will realize a
dream to open a new rescue facility
close to Edmonton that will
complement our private foster homes
and our facility north of Athabasca.

Sylvia Christiansen
Acting Executive Director/
    Operations Manager
 on behalf of the Board of Directors



Spay-Neuter-Return
We provided spay or neuter to 199
owned pets. Animals receive a full
health check and any necessary
medical care, including vaccines,
parasite treatments, and spaying or
neutering. Then we return them to their
home, but in some cases we are asked
to home the animals.

In 2021, 62 pet shelters were built by
SCARS volunteers and eight were
donated. This is the lowest number
since 2014. The program was severely
impacted by COVID-19. 

Program
highlights

SCARS had 10 foster home supervisors
and an average of 125 active foster
homes during 2021. Availability of
foster homes is a limiting factor to our
ability to intake animals. The amount
of love our foster homes provide is
amazing. When Dezzy and her crew of
babies (shown right) came into care,
the puppies needed to be treated for
dehydration and diarrhea at the
Westlock Veterinary Centre. The foster
family ensured this worried mom was
well cared for until the puppies could
return home to her.
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Sanctuary

Walls for Winter

We currently have 17 sanctuary
animals. Each animal has a sponsor
and over half of the sponsors have
been in place for more than five years.
We are grateful for their support.

Fostering

https://www.scarscare.ca/dezzy/


2020 to 2021 comparsion

Animal intake
and outcome
SCARS helped 2,021 pets during 2021. This included intake of 1,111 cats and 910 dogs. Our
goal for 2022 is to continue to increase intakes and outcomes by increasing the number
of active foster homes and securing a new facility. 
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Digital and
social media

Instagram – 22,719 followers 
Twitter – 10,000 followers
Facebook – 71,711 people like SCARS 
TikTok – 1,301 followers

Our new Alumni Facebook group where
we welcome updates, stories,
photos/videos of adopted pets grew to
over 1,000 members during 2021.

We also sent 11 e-newsletters to over
1,500 subscribers during the year.

TownandCountryTODAY.com
generously provided us with a free
community page on their website. 

Operational
successes
Due to COVID-19, fundraising continued to be mostly virtual with some in-person events
beginning in spring 2021.. Some examples of in-person events included three adoption
events, the Pars for SCARS golf tournament and the Christmas Gift Market. Tails on the
Trails was virtual; however, a small group gathered at Lions Park on the event day.

Virtual fundraisers included our Spring Craft Fair, 50-50 raffles, online auctions, puppy
yoga, paint nites, sales of Purdy's chocolate, annual wreath fundraiser, and our Critters &
Cocktails gala and silent auction.

Despite the continued struggles associated with the pandemic, we did well financially
during 2021. We are amazed by the kindness and generosity of our supporters. 

Fundraising
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Rescue stories
Meet Coven

This sweet puppy came to us needing
surgery to remove both of his eyes. He
was diagnosed with anterior segment
dysgenesis, which means the front part
of his eyes did not form properly and it
caused glaucoma. He received the
happiest possible outcome when he
was adopted by a home where he
bonded with another blind dog. 

Meet Olaf

It was a miracle that Olaf survived. He
was found alone in the bitter cold,
mostly frozen, clinging to life. He lost
his ears, toes, tail and one leg to
frostbite, but he fought to survive and
is now a healthy cat. 

Meet Pilot

We rushed out when a community
member alerted us about a dog that
was badly injured. Pilot had been
severely mauled and his wounds were
infected. His recovery was tough and
one of his legs had to be amputated.
However, his will to live was strong. He
is an against the odds success story. 
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We thank you for
your ongoing support

Second Chance Animal Rescue Society
(SCARS) is a non-profit, registered
charitable organization that is dedicated to
reducing the number of abandoned animals
in Alberta. Since 2002, SCARS has rescued,
rehabilitated and rehomed thousands of
cats and dogs, and we have helped
communities become safer and healthier.

Preventing pet overpopulation is a big part
of what we do. SCARS operates within
northern Alberta, partnering with
communities that lack access to pet
services. Our Spay-Neuter-Return program
provides spaying or neutering, vaccination
and micro-chipping for owned pets, and
our Walls for Winter program provides
insulated pet shelters. 

CONTACT US
Second Chance Animal Rescue Society
P.O.Box 3045
Athabasca, Alberta T9S 2B9

Phone: 780.466.SCAR (7227)
Email: scars@scarscare.ca
Charitable registration: 863478467RR0001
www.scarscare.ca

https://scarscare.ca/spay-neuter-return/
https://scarscare.ca/walls-for-winter/
mailto:scars@scarscare.ca

